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Sunday, June 10: Celebrate God’s Worth
Often my prayers are those of a request or a plea. I thank God that I can bring such
requests to the throne of grace. But, God also is worthy of praise and thanks. This week let us
celebrate God with exaltation and adoration.
As Pastor Christ Johnson of Escanaba wrote last May, “The penultimate mark of the church is
worship. Worship is central to who we are as Christian people. In On the Councils and the
Church, Martin Luther writes: “...the holy Christian people are externally recognized by prayer,
public praise, and thanksgiving to God.” That is to say, where there is no worship you will find
no Church. This is why you don’t find Church in the middle of the wilderness; there is no
worship there. Certainly there is a beauty and grandeur of creation that “sings” to God; but that’s
not worship. No people are gathered, God’s Word is not heard, and the sacraments are not found.
There is a reason why the Lord gave us the Third Commandment after all, to “Honor the Sabbath
and keep it holy.” The Lord wants us to worship Him!”
(Thank you Chris)

Worship = worth/ship
“Then I heard thousands upon
thousands and thousands of angels
encircled the throne and the living
creatures and the elders saying:

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was
slain, to receive power and
wealth and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and
praise!” Revelation 5:12
This is the feast of victory
For our God. Alleluia!
Worship = Celebration of God
alive and in our midst.

Celebrate the worth of God the Father!

Luther exclaims in the Small Catechism:
“I believe that God has created me and all that exists. God has given me and still preserves my
body and soul: eyes, ears, and all limbs and senses; reason and all mental facilities…”
Hymn 880: “O God beyond all praising, we worship you today and sing the love amazing
that songs cannot repay… “
Hymn 881: “Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving to God the creator
triumphantly raise, who fashioned and made us, protected and saved us…”
Hymn 879: “For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies, for the love which
from our birth over and around us lies: Christ, our God, to you we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.”
Hymn: 884: “Praise God, from whom all blessing flow; …”

Celebrate the worth of God the Son!

Luther exclaims in the Small Catechism:
“I believe that Jesus Christ, true God…. Has redeemed me, a lost and condemned human being.
He has purchased and freed me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil…”
Hymn 442: “All who believe and are baptized shall see the Lord’s salvation; baptized
into the death of Christ they are a new creation….”
Hymn 479: “We come to the hungry feast hungry for a word of peace. To hungry hearts
unsatisfied the love of God is not denied. We come…”
Hymn 502: “The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never; I
nothing lack if I am his and He is mine forever..”
Hymn 503: “A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious…”

Celebrate the worth of God the Holy Spirit!
Luther exclaims in the Small Catechism: “I believe that
by my own reason or strength I cannot believe in Jesus
Christ my Lord or come to him, but the Holy Spirit has
called me through the gospel, enlightened me with his
gifts, made me holy and kept me in the true faith….”
Hymn 532 “Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,
gather us in, the blind and the lame: call to us now and
we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our name.”
Hymn 705: “God of grace and God of glory on
Your people pour your power… grant us wisdom, grant
us courage for the facing of this hour.”
“ Lord, when you came to the seashore, You
weren’t seeking the wise or the wealthy, But only
asking that I might follow. Oh Lord, in my eyes you
were gazing Kindly smiling, my name you were saying, All I treasured, I have left Close
to you, and will find other seas.”
- by Cesáreo Gabaráin Azurmendi

Let us pray:
Lord, thank you for the opportunity to celebrate your worth. May my lips, my wealth and my life
exalt your worthiness. With Mary I exclaim, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices
in God my Savior… for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name!”

Monday, June 11: Thank God for Education and Learning
+ Thanks for public taxes and public schools which help assimilate students of diverse skin,
diverse beliefs, and diverse abilities so that we become
“one nation under God.”
+ Thanks for the janitors, secretaries, nurses, counselors,
teachers, coaches and administrators who make
education possible and enjoyable.
+ Thanks for Vacation Bible Schools and Bible camps.
+ Thank you for trade schools and university centers.
+ Thanks for our congregational facility where Sunday
School, Adult Class, music sessions and community
gatherings occur.
Hymn 342: “There in God’s garden stands the Tree of
Wisdom, whose leaves hold forth the healing of the nations: Tree of all knowledge, Tree
of all compassion, Tree of all beauty.”

Tuesday, June 12:

Thank God for Families, Friends and Mentors

+ Thank you, Lord, for parents who not only conceive
children but also care, nurture and raise them.
+ Thank you, Lord for foster parents.
+ Thank you, Lord for adoptive parents.
+ Thank you, Lord for families providing care for those
with special needs.
+ Thank you for day care centers and nursing homes.
+ Thank you, Lord for homeless shelters and those who
manage and support them.
+ Encourage and strengthen families encountering
extended illnesses.
+ Put your warm arms around those with dementia.
+ Comfort those families who are grieving today.
+ Thank you for friends and neighbors who serve as role
models and helpers in our journey.
+ Thank you, Lord for our congregational family and our
world-wide church family which brings love and faith across the universe.

Hymn 576: “We all are one in mission; we all are one in call, our varied gifts united by Christ,
the Lord of all. A single great commission compels us from above to plan and work together that
all may know Christ’s love.”

Wednesday, June 13: Thank God for Work and Employment
+Thanks, Lord, for the good earth, agronomists,
and farmers who provide us our daily bread.
+ Thanks for the repair shops and mechanics who
keep things running.
+ Thanks for the researchers who engineer new
equipment and fresh methods of accomplishment.
+ Thanks for the factories and small shops which
provide resources and jobs for our skills.
+ Thank you for the hotel maids and “behind the
scenes” people keeping us healthy & comfortable.
+ Thank you for the stores, businesses and trades in
our local community which provide us our
livelihood.
HYMN 679:

“For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. For those gifts to
every nation, thanks be to God. For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent
growth while we are sleeping, future needs in earths safe keeping, thanks
be to God!”

Thursday, June 14: Thank God for Infrastructure and Transportation
+Thanks for the designers, contractors, and laborers who
make our roads and install our bridges for safe travel.
+ Thanks for the loaders, drivers and filling stations which
enable the distribution of our daily needs.
+ Thanks for the rails, engineers, station masters and
round house workers who keep stock rolling.
+ Thanks for the ships and ports which distribute cargo.
+ Thanks for the airline and fed-ex workers.
+ Thanks for the pipelines which deliver our gas and oil
into our neighborhood and homes.
+ Thanks for the internet which quickly transfers our needs
and addresses solutions.
Hymn 853:

“When morning guilds the skies, my heart awakening cries;
may Jesus Christ be praised! When evening shadow fall,
this rings my curfew call: may Jesus Christ be praised!”

Friday, June 15: Thank the Lord for Safety and Medical Vocations
+ Thanks for the police and safety officers.
+ Thanks for the firefighters.
+ Thanks for the first responders and EMT.
+ Thanks for our hospitals & home care personnel
+ Thanks for the crossing guards at our schools
+ Thanks for our sheriffs, judges and prison staffs.
+ Thanks for the lawyers, councilors, chaplains and
mental health officials that assist prisoners to grow,
repent and become more whole in themselves.
+Thanks for the security workers at our airports
and borders.
Hymn 704: “When pain of the world surrounds us with darkness and despair,
when searching just confounds us with false hopes everywhere,
when lives are starved for meaning and destiny is bare,
we are called to follow Jesus and let God’s healing flow through us.”

Saturday, June 16: Thanks for Rest and Leisure

Matthew 11:28-29 “Come to me, all you who labor and are carrying
heavy loads and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you
and learn from me, for I am peaceful and meek in my heart
and you will find rest for your souls.”
Continue Celebrating God’s Worth.

