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This week’s readings 

The texts for the first three days of this week come from the daily lectionary, series A (found in 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship on pp. 1121 and following) and are drawn from the book of Ruth.  

I would encourage you to read the short book of Ruth in its entirety this week, but if you don’t 

have the time, brief selections are provided for each day.   During the last four days of the week, 

we will use the assigned texts from the Revised Common Lectionary for Sunday, February 6 

(Year C), 2022.  These same texts will be read at worship in most congregations at worship on 

Sunday. 

 

Sunday, January 30, 2022 

Please read Ruth 1:1-18 

Key section, vs. 1-6: 
1In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of 

Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. 2The 

name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two 

sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went 

into the country of Moab and remained there. 3But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, 

and she was left with her two sons. 4These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah 

and the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, 5both Mahlon and 

Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband. 

6Then Naomi started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she 

had heard in the country of Moab that the LORD had considered his people and given them 

food.  

 

Seeking Refuge in a Strange Land  

Recently, someone asked me where I was from.  Upon learning that I live in the Upper 

Peninsula, they asked, “So you are a Yooper?”  I paused briefly before answering.  After all, 

while I love the UP and have lived here most of my adult life, I was not born and raised here.  

Undoubtedly, some UP natives would question whether or not I qualify! 

 

People move all the time.  Within the United States, most of us move in order to find better 

employment or, later in life, to find an affordable place to retire near family and friends.  In 

many parts of the world, the decision to move from one place to another is more complicated.   

 

In Colombia, millions of Venezuelans have sought refuge from the chaos in their homeland.  

Yet, Colombia also is home to millions of internally displaced people fleeing violence and 

poverty in their own country. It’s the same story in famine-stricken Yemen, where four million 

people are internally displaced; yet refugee camps inside that nation are overflowing with 



desperate people from Somalia.  People need food, housing, medical care, security—just to 

survive.  When they can’t find that at home, they go searching for it. 

 

The book of Ruth is first and foremost the story of refugees.  Elimelech and Naomi leave Israel 

for Moab because of famine.  There, they find refuge and establish themselves, raise a family, 

and see their sons married to Moabite women.  But upon the death of her husband and her sons, 

Naomi and her daughters in law are in trouble.  The patriarchal culture of the ancient world was 

stacked against them.  

 

Naomi, Orpah, and Ruth are far from the only refugees in the Bible.  Joseph and his siblings find 

shelter in Egypt during a famine.  Elijah takes refuge in Zarephath.  The people scatter after the 

fall of Samaria and Jerusalem, finding food and shelter wherever they can.  And, of course, there 

is Jesus and his parents, fleeing from Herod’s brutality to Egypt.   

 

When you think about it, much of the Bible concerns the plight of refugees.  

 

When Naomi heard that God had provided food in Israel, she saw a glimmer of hope.  She and 

her daughters-in-law set out for Israel.  Along the way, Orpah returned home.  But Ruth 

remained alongside Naomi, determined to be faithful.  

 

The question is whether or not they will find food, security, shelter—and ultimately, welcome—

in Israel.  God provides food in abundance, but will human beings share it?  Will Naomi and 

Ruth find a welcome and security in Israel?   

 

Over the last twenty years or so, bands of migrants from central America have journeyed north, 

seeking food and security in the US.   Usually out of desperation, they attempt to cross the border 

in order to start a new life.  Today, our domestic political discourse has been preoccupied with 

the question:  What shall we do about these people? 

 

While answers to that question are elusive and complex, Messiah Lutheran Church in Marquette 

found a way to answer a different question:  how can we respond to people who have been 

detained inside our borders?  They decided to offer temporary asylum to one migrant family.  

Eventually, this Guatemalan family’s case will be decided in the courts, but for the time being, 

they live in the Marquette community, supported by the people of God.  In just this way, Messiah 

church is wrapping God’s gracious abundance in human flesh and blood.   

 

We also must ask: are we willing to welcome the stranger?  Will the powerless—for whatever 

reason—find the means to thrive through us?    God is gracious, but human agency is required 

for that grace to be felt in community.  How shall we wrap God’s gracious abundance in our 

flesh and blood? 

 

Prayer:  

Dear God, crack open our eyes to see those seeking security and refuge.  As you are gracious to 

all, so help us to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, Word made flesh, from whose fullness we have all 

received, grace upon grace.  Amen.  

 

 

 

 



Monday, January 31, 2022 

 

Please read Ruth 2:1-16 

Key Section v. 1-12 
1Now Naomi had a kinsman on her husband's side, a prominent rich man, of the family of 

Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. 2And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, "Let me go to the 

field and glean among the ears of grain, behind someone in whose sight I may find favor." 

She said to her, "Go, my daughter." 3So she went. She came and gleaned in the field behind 

the reapers. As it happened, she came to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of 

the family of Elimelech. 4Just then Boaz came from Bethlehem. He said to the reapers, "The 

LORD be with you." They answered, "The LORD bless you." 5Then Boaz said to his servant 

who was in charge of the reapers, "To whom does this young woman belong?" 6The servant 

who was in charge of the reapers answered, "She is the Moabite who came back with Naomi 

from the country of Moab. 7She said, 'Please, let me glean and gather among the sheaves 

behind the reapers.' So she came, and she has been on her feet from early this morning until 

now, without resting even for a moment." 
8Then Boaz said to Ruth, "Now listen, my daughter, do not go to glean in another field or 

leave this one, but keep close to my young women. 9Keep your eyes on the field that is being 

reaped, and follow behind them. I have ordered the young men not to bother you. If you get 

thirsty, go to the vessels and drink from what the young men have drawn." 10Then she fell 

prostrate, with her face to the ground, and said to him, "Why have I found favor in your sight, 

that you should take notice of me, when I am a foreigner?" 11But Boaz answered her, "All 

that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband has been fully told 

me, and how you left your father and mother and your native land and came to a people that 

you did not know before. 12May the LORD reward you for your deeds, and may you have a full 

reward from the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge!"  

 

What Shall We Make of Privilege? 

In today’s reading, we hear that Boaz, Naomi’s relative on her husband’s side, was “a prominent 

rich man.”  Which is to say: Boaz was a privileged person in a stratified and patriarchal society.  

He was wealthy landowner, and he was male.    

 

We hear a lot about “white privilege” today.   That phrase has taken on negative connotations.  It 

reflects the fact that human society is by definition unjust: no matter the form of government, 

people begin their struggle for “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” in very different 

places, based on their wealth, skin color, gender, and family history.  If we are white and male, 

our position in American society is particularly privileged.  Yet, when compared to most of the 

world, all Americans are relatively rich and therefore, relatively powerful.      

 

It is a bad thing to be privileged?  It all depends on what you do with it.   

 

One of the heroes of this Biblical story is Ruth, the young woman who accompanies her mother-

in-law to Israel.  Although Ruth has no standing in society, she acts assertively to provide for 

Naomi and herself.  In all this, she trusts God’s promise to be gracious to those who believe and 

breaks through the walls of injustice.   

 

The other hero is Boaz, who proves to be Ruth’s benefactor.  While Boaz has every privilege and 

advantage at his disposal, he does not hoard his resources, but shares them.  He faithfully follows 

the ancient Israelite practice of allowing Ruth and other women to glean the grain that is left by 



the reapers.  But he goes beyond that basic obligation, going the extra mile to protect Ruth and 

ensuring she is able to glean in abundance.   Because Ruth has sought refuge under the wings of 

the LORD, it is Boaz’ responsibility to make sure those wings are spread out wide.   

 

As privileged Americans, it is incumbent upon us to use our privilege to lift up those in need.  

With privilege comes responsibility.  Part of that responsibility surely is to challenge systemic 

injustice, but the responsibility begins with being generous and kind.  Doing justice, loving 

mercy, and walking humbly with God implies seeing the other in their need and lifting them up. 

 

Over the years, members of our congregations have supported programs like the World Hunger 

Appeal, Lutheran World Relief, Feeding America, local homeless shelters and food shelves. and 

more.  In this way, we follow the lead of Boaz, making sure the wings of God are spread wide so 

all may find refuge.   

 

Prayer:  

Dear God, we praise you for the abundance of every harvest and for pantries and refrigerators 

stocked with food.   Teach us to be generous and bring quickly the day when no one goes to bed 

hungry at night.  We pray particularly for the work of Lutheran World Relief and the World 

Hunger Appeal.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, February 1, 2022 

 

Please Read Ruth 3:1-3 and Ruth 4:13-22 

Key Section 3:1-5; 4:13-17 
1Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, "My daughter, I need to seek some security for you, so 

that it may be well with you. 2Now here is our kinsman Boaz, with whose young women you 

have been working. See, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. 3Now wash and 

anoint yourself, and put on your best clothes and go down to the threshing floor; but do not 

make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. 4When he lies 

down, observe the place where he lies; then, go and uncover his feet and lie down; and he will 

tell you what to do." 5She said to her, "All that you tell me I will do." 
 

13So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When they came together, the LORD made her 

conceive, and she bore a son. 14Then the women said to Naomi, "Blessed be the LORD, who 

has not left you this day without next-of-kin; and may his name be renowned in Israel! 15He 

shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law 

who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has borne him." 16Then Naomi took the 

child and laid him in her bosom, and became his nurse. 17The women of the neighborhood 

gave him a name, saying, "A son has been born to Naomi." They named him Obed; he 

became the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

 

God Works in Mysterious Ways! 

To quote Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr: “The belief that God will do everything for (humans) is as 

untenable as the belief that (humans) can do everything for (themselves). This, too, is based on a 



lack of faith. We must learn that to expect God to do everything while we do nothing is not faith 

but superstition.” 

 

The book of Ruth reaches an incredible climax when Naomi and Ruth hatch a scandalous plot to 

prompt Boaz to marry Ruth, elevating her from her marginalized position in society.  While 

gleaning the fields met an immediate need, it was not enough to insure Ruth’s and Naomi’s long-

term security.  Therefore, Ruth secretly shows up at Boaz’s side in the middle of the night to lie 

beside him, exposing both herself and Boaz to possible condemnation.  In this way, she and 

Naomi hope to get Boaz to claim her as spouse and so “redeem” Elimelech’s ancestral land for 

them!   

Various complications arise, but in the end, Boaz is more than ready to do just that.  Who knows 

exactly what motivated him?  Compassion? A sense of responsibility?  Admiration?  Love?  In 

the end, what matters is that both Ruth and Naomi acted to transform an unjust and bad situation 

into something new. And Boaz was more than willing to be part of that.    

Sadly, in many parts of the world, women remain dependent on male partners for survival.  That 

isn’t just: systemic change is necessary!  But change takes time and sometimes, the very customs 

that underlie injustice can be used against it, to bring about needed change.  So it was for Ruth, 

Naomi, and Boaz.   

In the end, the women in the story claim their power!   They actually name Ruth and Boaz’s son 

Obed!   And they offer to Naomi a meaningful role in her society as Obed’s caregiver.  In the 

book of Ruth, children are important, the elderly are important, women are important, and men 

are important.  Would that it would be so everywhere today! 

Famously, the book ends with a genealogy listing Ruth as the great, great-grandmother of King 

David and, by extension, as an ancestor even of Jesus!  How mysterious are the ways of God, 

that a refugee—a Moabite woman—might be given such an honored place! 

The book of Ruth may seem dated and strange to us.  But it foreshadows the life of One who 

feeds the hungry, comforts the despairing, welcomes children, and crosses unjust boundaries to 

include the outsider: Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

Prayer:  

We give you thanks, O God, for Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz, servants who did your will.  We thank 

you most of all for Jesus, who feeds and comforts us, and values us so much as to become like us 

and die for us.  Give us grace and courage to live out our baptism in an unjust world, so that all 

people may know your love. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, February 2, 2022 

 

 

 



Text:  Isaiah 6:1-12 

1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the 

hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: 

with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they 

flew. 3And one called to another and said: 

 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

 the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 

smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 

people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

  6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar 

with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has 

touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice 

of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; 

send me!” 9And he said, “Go and say to this people: 

 ‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend; 

 keep looking, but do not understand.’ 

 10Make the mind of this people dull, 

  and stop their ears, 

  and shut their eyes, 

 so that they may not look with their eyes, 

  and listen with their ears, 

 and comprehend with their minds, 

  and turn and be healed.” 

 11Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said: 

 “Until cities lie waste 

  without inhabitant, 

 and houses without people, 

  and the land is utterly desolate; 

 12until the LORD sends everyone far away, 

  and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land. 

  

Answering the Call 

Reading this text, I recall the first time I was exposed to the popular worship song, “Here I Am, 

Lord.”  I remember being drawn both to the tune and the lyrics. 

 

Yet, the words of text and song are not easy words.  They express God’s anguish over Israel’s 

unfaithfulness to the relationship established through the covenant with his people.  

 

“I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. I have wept for love of them. They 

turn away.  I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.  I will speak my 

word to them.  Whom shall I send?” 

 

When Isaiah responded, “Here I am, send me,” he was signing up for tough duty. He would 

speak a dreary message of judgment, even if it was underwritten by love.  And Israel would not 

listen.  God’s people would suffer the devastation of exile before they could be renewed in the 

covenant relationship.  

 



Sometimes we can only learn the hard way.  Sometimes we need to see things through the pain 

of failure or loss or repentance before we see things as they should be.   

 

At 68 years old, I still need to hear words that confront.  Perhaps those words will come in a 

sermon, reminding me that my time and money are not my own, but a gift from God to be used 

for larger purposes.  Perhaps those words will come from a friend who has noticed my 

unwillingness to listen to people I disagree with.  Perhaps they will come from my spouse, who 

calls me out for not being attentive.  But when the words come from God, they always are 

underwritten by love and call me back into relationship with Christ and my neighbor.  They offer 

forgiveness and newness of life.  

 

Is it not so also with you? 

 

It was only after the angel touched Isaiah’s mouth with a live coal to expunge his guilt that he 

dared become a spokesman for the Lord of hosts!  Just so, when we are called to speak difficult 

words to people we know and love, or when as a Church we proclaim a prophetic word to a 

broken world, we do so as messengers who know first-hand God’s painful gift of confession, 

forgiveness, and new life.   

 

May the messages we proclaim to others always be underwritten by a Love so great as to bear 

the cross on our behalf.  

 

Prayer: 

In baptism, you have called us to be your messengers of good news, O God, even when that 

message may not be received as such. Give us courage to speak your word of truth with humility 

and love, so that your will may be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, February 3, 2022 

 

Text:  Psalm 138 
1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 

  before the gods I will sing your praise. 

 2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 

steadfast love and faithfulness; 

  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. R 

 3When I called, you answered me; 

  you increased my strength within me. 

 4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, 

  when they have heard the words of your mouth. 

 5They will sing of the ways of the LORD, 

  that great is the glory of the LORD. 

 6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, 

  perceiving the haughty from afar. R 

 7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 

  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save 



me. 

 8You will make good your purpose for me; 

  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.  

 

The Shape of Steadfast Love 

Twice in this short psalm of praise, the Hebrew word “hesed” appears, translated as “steadfast 

love.”  Hesed is a common word in the Old Testament, used to describe the character of God’s 

relationship with Israel.  God’s love is steadfast, persistent, and abiding.  Israel may turn away, 

but God will not. God is fiercely loyal, determined to make the relationship with his people 

endure, even when they bring crisis and ruin upon themselves.    

When our third child was born, Arlene and I struggled to find just the right name.  We finally 

settled on Constance Grace, our rough translation of hesed. We were overwhelmed by the safe 

arrival of our child, a gift we did not deserve or earn.  What wondrous love is this?! 

The author of Psalm 138 reflects on how she or he received God’s steadfast love during the 

course of life, especially during times of crisis.  “When I called, you answered me; you increased 

my strength within me.”   “Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch 

forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.”   “You will make 

good your purpose for me.” 

The implication is that the steadfast love we have experienced in the past can also be counted on 

in the future.  Our plans may fall through.  Health challenges will arise.  We drift into sin.  As the 

world shifts beneath our feet, we feel anxious, depressed, and fearful.  But through it all, God’s 

love toward us is sure.  To quote an old saying, “we can trust our next chapter because we know 

its author.” 

One of my friends is both a potter and a pastor.  Sometimes, he preaches the sermon while 

simultaneously shaping a pot in the presence of the congregation.  As the formless clay becomes 

a vessel, we visualize God at work in our lives, ever molding us into the shape God longs to see.   

Reflect on your life.  When have you experienced the steadfast love of God?   How has God’s 

good purpose found expression through you?  

Prayer:  Gracious God, we thank you for your faithful love toward us.  Strengthen us to be 

faithful also, in our relationship with you and in our relationships with others.  Amen.  

 

 

Friday, February 4, 2022 

 

Text:  1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 

which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, 

if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you — unless you have come to believe 

in vain. 
3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for 



our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on 

the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 

twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of 

whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the 

apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of 

the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the 

grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, 

I worked harder than any of them — though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with 

me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

 

The Old Story Always Being Made New  

For Saint Paul, the Church’s witness to the gospel looks like the connecting links of a logging 

chain. He received the message of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection from the disciples before 

him.  He passed on that same good news to the people of Corinth: they are called, in turn, to pass 

it on to others. 

 

As Christians, all of us have the same story to share: Jesus, born of Mary, is Immanuel, God with 

us.  During his ministry, Jesus healed the sick, taught the masses, chose the poor and 

marginalized to walk beside him.  He threatened the powerful so much that they nailed him to a 

cross.  Yet, even in dying, he forgave and embodied the Love that will not let go of our broken 

world.  On Easter, he was raised from the dead, sealing God’s victory over the powers of sin and 

death. 

 

Yet, this story takes on power for others only when it is connected to our personal stories.  Just 

so, Paul tells how the risen Christ, who had appeared to the apostles before him, finally appeared 

to him “as one untimely born,” on the road to Damascus.  Paul—of all people—who hated the 

early church and supported the mob who stoned Stephen to death, was visited and chosen by 

Christ Jesus for ministry.   God rescued him from the transfer station scrap heap and recycled 

him for use in the kingdom of God.   “By the grace that is in me, I am what I am, and his grace 

toward me has not been in vain.” 

 

How shall we tell Jesus’ story through the prism of our own experience?  God’s saving grace 

takes on many different forms and shows up in our lives in vastly different ways.  Our human 

story becomes the place where God works out Christ’s healing and justice.   

 

We live in a pandemic-weary world.   In our nation, school shooters take the lives of innocent 

children.  It is a world of incredible inequity.  Racism, sexism and countless other “isms” 

abound.  Cancer and heart disease strike the young out of nowhere, while the experience of aging 

can slowly erode our energy and hope.   How shall we tell—and live—God’s story in such a 

world?  What will help others come to see the Light and Love of the Living Christ? 

 

Prayer:  

O living Christ, help me to find my story within yours.  Help me to hear the old, old story in new 

and fresh ways, so that, by word and in deed, I might also share it!  Amen.   

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, February 5, 2022 

 

Text:  Luke 5:1-11 
1Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in 

on him to hear the word of God, 2he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the 

fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3He got into one of the boats, 

the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat 

down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, 

“Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5Simon answered, “Master, 

we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the 

nets.” 6When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to 

break. 7So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they 

came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell 

down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9For he and 

all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10and so also were 

James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, 

“Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 11When they had brought their 

boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 

 

Fishing Deep Water 

The call of the disciples is told differently in Luke than in Matthew, Mark, or John.  Jesus’ 

ministry of teaching and healing has already begun:  indeed, Jesus had cured Simon’s mother-in-

law of severe illness.  Now, Jesus presents himself to the fishermen who would become his 

disciples.  They are washing their nets after a fruitless night of labor.  Jesus directs them to cast 

their nets on a different side of the boat, resulting in a prodigious catch! 

 

Simon Peter immediately recognizes the catch as a miracle and is terrified.   Jesus reassures him: 

he need not be afraid.  These men are being called by God to follow him and begin a new life.  

From this point on, they are to fish for people.  

 

While the metaphor is familiar, as an avid fisherman it has always troubled me.  Fishing with 

hook and line involves outsmarting the quarry.  The fisher presents just the right lure or fly or 

bait to fool the fish into biting.   The goal is to reel in the fish, to take possession of it, either 

temporarily (before releasing it) or permanently (for food).  That does not seem like a 

particularly good way to describe our call to be evangelists!  

 

But a closer look at the text and the context in Luke makes it clear that the disciples’ call does 

not have to do with tricking or controlling anyone, but rather with a shift in vocation from purely 

meeting personal needs to serving others.  What they do “to make a living” will now become 

secondary to their life’s primary purpose.   

 

Jesus had just stated the purpose of his own ministry in the synagogue at Capernaum: “The Spirit 

of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent 

me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 

free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”    

 

As disciples of Christ, our primary vocation is to follow his lead.   



 

While discipleship is immensely fulfilling, it is neither easy nor comfortable.  We often are sent 

to fish waters unfamiliar to us.  I recall one of our first visits to Colombia as representatives of 

Messiah Lutheran Church in Marquette.  Knowing we would be expected to participate in 

worship with our Lutheran siblings there, we undertook the challenge of learning to sing in 

Spanish the chorus of one of the Latin American songs in the ELW, “Lord, You have Come 

Down to the Lakeshore.”  As we gathered with the poor in southern Bogota, we sang these words 

in our clumsy Spanish: “Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes; kindly smiling, you’ve 

called out my name.  On the sand I have abandoned my small boat; now with you, I will seek 

other seas.” 

It felt pretty intimidating.   But suddenly, dozens of native voices joined ours, all singing those 

same words with conviction.  In that moment, we realized we were living our vocation as 

“fishers of people.”  Having abandoned our small boat, we were with Jesus on other seas.   

Following Jesus certainly does not mean traveling to Colombia or Tanzania for everyone!   Yet, 

it could well mean leaving the small pond we know so well “to fish other seas.”  It could well 

mean dropping your net in the deep water you’ve usually tried to avoid.   

When have you found yourself called to serve people you’d never imagined serving?  Do you 

feel a call to such people now? 

Prayer: As once you called Simon and the disciples beside the Sea of Gennesaret, so you call us.  

Help us to hear our names upon your lips.  Empower us with your Spirit so we may take the risks 

necessary to enflesh your love to neighbors near and far.  Amen. 

   

 


