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Sunday, January 16, 2022 
 
Text:  John 1:14   
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
The first chapter of John’s gospel has always struck me as one of the most profound passages 
in the entire Bible.  It is both cosmic in its scope, reaching back to the very beginning of 
creation, and yet deeply personal, with the eternal Word “pitching his tent” in our backyard. 
Because he condescends to live among us, we can know God’s grace and truth and light.  You 
might say that the story of Christian theology is just a series of footnotes to John 1.  
 
I’ve been thinking about Biblical connections to John 1, passages beyond Genesis 1 that work 
with the same context of cosmic history and personal blessing.  These passages invite us into 
the profound love of God revealed in the incarnation of Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 
Let us pray:  Eternal God, in the birth of Jesus, you reveal to us all we need to know of your light 
and truth and grace. Help us to walk each day in that light, and to be instruments of you grace in 
our time and place.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday, January 17, 2022 
 
Text:  Galatians 4:4-5 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive adoption 
as children. 
 
Paul does not have much to say about the birth of Jesus or the importance of the incarnation.  
But here in Galatians, in the midst of discussing slavery and freedom, he reminds us that we are 
children of freedom, because when the time was right, Jesus was born of a human mother, so 
that we might be adopted as children of God.  “The fullness of time” envisions God choosing just 
the right time and place to intervene in human history and send his Son Jesus into our world.  
That decision brings about what Luther called the “happy exchange,” Jesus becomes one of us, 



 

 

and we become his brothers and sisters.  God acts in human history, and each of us receives 
the blessing. 
 
Let us pray:  Gracious God, help us to trust that the fullness of your time is always upon us, and 
that today is the day of salvation.  May we live in the fullness of your freedom as sisters and 
brothers of Jesus.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday, January 18, 2022 
 
Text:  Colossians 1:15-17 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He 
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
 
The letter to the Colossian church begins with this hymn about Christ’s work as the agent of 
creation, a work that reaches its completion in his reconciling all things to God.  The focus here 
is on Christ’s death on the cross, through which he brings all things back to God.  Creation finds 
its fulfillment in the redemption achieved by Christ through his “fleshly body”, the body that 
shows us the image of the invisible God. 
 
This should remind all of us that the goal of Jesus’ taking on human flesh and blood is to 
reconcile all of creation to God.  Christ’s rescue mission is not just about some human souls, but 
rather directed to saving the whole of creation.  All things are restored to God through the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus.   
 
Let us pray:  God of the universe, you work to reconcile all created things through your Son 
Jesus.  Help us to remember your love for all the universe, and to share in your care and 
concern for all creatures.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, January 19, 2022 
 
Text:  Ephesians 1:9-12   
With all wisdom and insight God has made known to us the mystery of his will, according 
to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to 



 

 

gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.  In Christ we have also 
obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first 
to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory.  
 
The Ephesians letter echoes the theme of Colossians, that God has a plan for the fullness of 
time to reconcile, “gather up” all things, both in heaven and on earth.  But this letter also reveals 
a secret that has been hidden up until now:  all people, Gentiles as well as Jews are reconciled 
to God.  The Gentiles have been welcomed into the family of God through Christ, so that in the 
church, they all become members of one body. 
 
This membership in the one body thus becomes a sign of how all things are reconciled to God 
through Christ.  The life of the church, bringing different peoples together to be one body, 
should demonstrate to the world God’s love for all that he has created.  We are reconciled to 
God and to one another.  
 
Let us pray:  God of love, may we be that sign for the world of your love embracing all people in 
every corner of the world.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, January 20, 2022 
 
Text:  Hebrews 1:1-3 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 
through whom he also created the worlds.  He is the reflection of God’s glory, and the 
exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.  
 
God speaks.  Long ago he spoke through the prophets, now he speaks through his Son Jesus. 
This Son is “the exact imprint of God’s very being,” and the agent of God’s creative work.  I think 
this helps us to understand the meaning of John chapter 1:  the Word of God at creation is now 
the same Word spoken through his Son Jesus.  
 
This is really important for all of us who want to understand who God is and what God is doing.  
These hidden things are best revealed to us in Jesus, in his life, in his teaching.  When we want 
to know God, or hear God, we look to Jesus, the imprint of God, the reflection of God’s glory.  
Jesus shows us God’s face and speaks God’s word.  He shows us everything we need to know 
about God.  
 
Let us pray:  Dear Lord Jesus, help us to turn to you whenever we need to understand God’s 
intention for us and for the world.  We want to be the people who listen to your voice.  Amen. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday, January 21, 2022 
 
Text:  1 John 1:1-2 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word 
of life—this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 
eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us. 
 
It seems clear that there is a strong connection between the first letter of John and the first 
chapter of John’s gospel.  The vocabulary is a little different, but the impact is the same:  we are 
invited to think “from the beginning” and to know that the eternal life that is Jesus has been 
revealed, that people have seen it, touched it, heard it.  We have their story and their witness. 
 
This word of life has been shared with us.  It is the gift of that first generation of Christians to all 
of us who follow after them.  Jesus really lived with them, he really shared God with them.  And 
they have shared Jesus with us.  Their experience of life, truth and grace is now ours.  Through 
them, we get to know Jesus too. 
 
Let us pray:  God of grace, we thank you for the wonderful witness of those who lived with 
Jesus and shared his story with us.  Open our hearts and minds to the power of that witness.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, January 22, 2022 
 
Text:  John 20:30-31 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book, but these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
John’s gospel is intended to persuade each reader that Jesus is the Son of God, the one who 
was active in creation as the Word of God, the one who reveals God’s grace and truth.  The 
whole book is intended to convince readers and hearers that through Jesus everyone can come 
to know and love God. 
 
The challenge for the church is to continue to tell that story.  We need the courage and 
confidence of those first Christians who trusted their whole lives on the truth revealed in Jesus: 



 

 

that God is working to reconcile all things to himself.  Our life together should be the sign 
pointing the world to Jesus.  
 
Let us pray:  Almighty and eternal God, we thank you for giving us Jesus, the exact imprint of 
your being.  Grant that your church might be more effective in sharing the truth and grace that 
Jesus has revealed to us.  Amen. 
 
 


